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Features 

Political Feature 

Economic Feature 

Administrative Feature 

Social Feature 



POLITICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Political Stability 

Most of the developing countries suffer from incipient or actual 

instability. 

 In the developing countries, political stability is major requirement 

 

 

Committed to Development amongst the Political 

Elites 

Lack of commitment among the political elite in developing 

countries. 

Whereas in the developed world there is widely shared commitment 

to development. 



POLITICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Modernizing and the Traditional Elite 

Gap exists between the modernizing and the traditional elites in 

developing world. 

Modernizing elites tend to be urban. 

  Traditional elites tend to be in rural area. 

 

Legitimacy of Political Power 

The political system of in developing countries is not always 

legitimate. 

Whereas in developed countries the political  power tend to be more 

legitimate and acceptable to the masses. 



POLITICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Range of Political Activity 

The volume and range of political activity in developing countries is 

less because absence of consciousness amongst the masses . 

Such situation is not prevail in the developed world 

 

 Interest and Involvement of the People in the Political  System 

 

In underdeveloped countries the people in the political system is 

not encouraging. People do not understand the importance of 

political activity  

In the developed countries the people take a lot of interest in the 

political system 



POLITICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Rationality in Political Decisions 
 Political decisions in the developing countries can never be on rational and 

secular basis. 

 But in developed countries all decisions are on rational basis. 
 

 
Political Features and Development 

 Imbalance in the development of the various political features in under-
developed countries. 

 Developed countries have created their own systems 
 

Political Parties 
 The political parties in the under-developed  countries have not delivered the 

goods to make the country politically stable. 

 In the developed  countries , the parties provide clear alternatives to the 
masses. 



SOCIAL CHARACTRISTICS 
 

Allocation of Roles 
 The allocation of status is by ascription  or birth in the under-developed 

countries. 

 Whereas in the developed societies the roles are determined on the basis of 
achievement.  

 

Caste Structure 
 Caste structure is rigid  in the developing societies. 

 No rigid classes is found in the developed societies  and promotion is made on 
the basis of qualifications. 

 

Social Conflicts 
 In the developed countries, the magnitude of social conflicts is less. 

  But in the developing countries such conflicts take the form of communal riots 
and regionalism and so on. 



ECONOMIC CHARACTRISTICS 

Per Capita Income 

A country is regarded as underdeveloped or poor when it has low 

per capita income and low standard of living as compared to 

advance countries. 

Poverty is so acute in the under-developed country that the gap in 

per capita income are quite visible. 

 

Primary Produce 

An under-developed country is that it is a primary producing 

country. 

A typical under-developed country is primarily agricultural. 
 



ECONOMIC CHARACTRISTICS 

Natural Resources 
In under-developed world, natural resources are their but they 

have not fully exploited. 

Even in the developed world, the natural resources in spite of 
their fully exploitation cannot satisfy their masses. 
 

 

Nature of Economy 
Economic dualism is the main characteristics of under-developed 

countries. 

Such a heterogeneous economy is rarely to be found in 
developed countries. 



ECONOMIC CHARACTRISTICS 

Level of Technology 
 

The level of technology in the developing countries is low. 
Technology dualism is also a very prominent feature of developing 
countries. 

Modern technology is of utmost importance  in the developed 
countries. 

 

Population Pressure 
 

High pressure of population is another striking feature of under-
developed countries. 

This type of situation is not that alarming. 



ECONOMIC CHARACTRISTICS 

Employment Opportunities 

In developing countries, most of the people engaged in 

agriculture. 

But this is not the case in the developed world. 

 

 

Quality of Human Resources 

There is a high degree of illiteracy and the people possess a 

conservative outlook. 

But this situation does not exist in developed world because of 
high degree of education. 



ECONOMIC CHARACTRISTICS 

Economic Organizations 
The under-developed countries pertains to the poor economic 

organization. 

On the other hand, banks and financial institutions are very common 
and well developed in the advanced countries. 
 

 
Entrepreneurial Ability 

Most of the under-developed countries do not possess dynamic 
entrepreneurial ability. 

 In the developed world, there is no dearth of entrepreneurship and 
people are ready to take risk and possess tremendous initiative for a 
new venture.  



ECONOMIC CHARACTRISTICS 

Availability of Capital 

Most of the developing countries are characterized as “capital 

poor” or “low saving” or “low investing” economies. 
The problem of capital deficiency appears to be quite series in 

the under-developed countries. 

 

 
Reliance on Public Sector 

There is a high degree of reliance on public sector for leadership 

in the developing countries. 

This is generally not the case in the developing countries. 



ADMINISTRATIVE FEATURES 

Degree of Task Specialization 
The low degree of task specialization is a major characteristics of 

administrative system in the developing countries. 

On the other hand, all the advanced countries of the world have 
organized their administrative system  on the principal of task 
specialization. 
 

 

Expansion and Extension of Administrative Activities 
 In the developing countries, the magnitude of administrative activities 

is quite low. 

 In contrast, there is wide spread expansion and extension of 
administration in the developed world. 



ADMINISTRATIVE FEATURES 

Pattern of Public Administration 
 In under-developed countries, the administrative system is often not an 

indigenous growth but is borrowed largely from the developed 
countries. 

But developed countries have developed their own administrative 
structure according to the requirement of their society. 

 
 

Professional Level of Bureaucracy 
  Bureaucracy in under-developed societies tend to be deficient in 

skilled manpower. 

 In the developed countries the administrative system is considered to 
be professional and advanced. 



ADMINISTRATIVE FEATURES 

Bureaucratic Interest 

The Bureaucracy of the under-developed countries tend to serve 
their personal interest  to a greater extent than fulfillment of 
organizational objectives. 

But in the developed countries, the bureaucrats give top priority 
to the organizational objectives. 

 

Discrepancy in Form and Reality 

There is a wide spread discrepancy in the administration of the 
under-developed countries. 

But in the developed countries, discrepancy in the form and 
reality does not exist. 



ADMINISTRATIVE FEATURES 

Operational Autonomy and Power of Bureaucracy 

In under-developed countries, the bureaucracy is very powerful 

and comes to have a greater control over policy making. 

But the bureaucracy in developed countries tends to serve the 

society than striving for more powers and prestige. 

 

Administrative Coherence 

The administrative system of the developing countries suffers 

from the lack of coherence. 

 In the developed countries, there is no lack of coherent relation 

between numerous services and regulatory agencies. 

 



ADMINISTRATIVE FEATURES 

Overlapping  

 

In a developed society, complete differentiation exists. 

 Social, economic, political and administrative functions are 

not performed by a single individual 

 In a developing society, overlapping does exist.   

There is a combination of political and administrative 

function. 


